
Welcome to Nashville Church of Christ.  We are excited that you are 
beginning your journey to become husband and wife.  One of the 
greatest reflections of Christ’s love for the church is a Christian 
marriage. Just as in our relationship with Christ we will often face 
struggle at one point or another in marriage. That’s why Nashville 
Church of Christ wants to encourage, protect, and lift our Christian 
marriages up closer to the Creator.  We look forward to ministering with 
you as you proceed to this special day.  

Brad Dodson, Senior Minister

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO?
The first thing you need to do is contact Laurie Dodson, Office 
Administrator, to begin the process of scheduling your wedding at 
Nashville Church of Christ
The following items are mandatory for ALL couples being married at 
Nashville Church of Christ or off-site by a Nashville Church of 
Christ minister. No exceptions.

 Fill out the “REQUEST FORM” and send it to Laurie 
	
 	
 Dodson, Office Administrator.  
 Make an appointment with Laurie Dodson to go over the 
	
 	
 wedding policies/procedures. 
 Finish the 6 session pre-marriage sessions
 Complete the relationship assessment Tool
 Meet with the minister for two Planning/Conversation 

Meetings
Any changes made in the wedding plans, including change of 
address and/or phone number, should be brought to the attention of 
the Office Administrator.
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WEDDINGPOLICIES

"Have you not read that 
the one who made them at 
the beginning "made them 
male and female,' and said, 

"For this reason a man 
shall leave his father and 

mother and be joined to his 
wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh'? So they 
are no longer two, but one 
flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let no 

one separate."
Matthew 19:4-6



  NASHVILLE’S MARRIAGE POLICY

Because we are committed to building strong marriages, we want to share the following guidelines. Our 
purpose is not to condemn or reject anyone, but to comply with God’s principles for marriage.

1. We encourage a minimum of four months of marital preparation, couples who desire to be married at 
Nashville Church of Christ are to complete the 6 session premarital lessons.

2. Couples being married at NCoC must have surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior 
and must be committed to establishing a Christian home.  A marriage based on nothing less is more of a 
legal agreement and not a biblical covenant

3. Divorced persons may be considered for marriage at Nashville should they meet one of these biblical 
criteria... 

• former spouse is deceased (Romans 7:2, 1 Corinthians 7:39) 
• divorce occurred prior to conversion (2 Corinthians 5:17) 
• divorce occurred because of sexual unfaithfulness by spouse (Matthew 19:3-9)
• desertion by an unbelieving spouse (1 Corinthians 7:15)
• former spouse initiated divorce and has remarried (Romans 7:3) 
If a divorced person answers negatively in all cases, acknowledging that other extenuating 
circumstances often relate to divorce, a meeting with the minister may be arranged if desired by the 
couple to consider their individual case. 
No remarriages after divorce of a spouse will be performed until at least one year has passed from 
the time the divorce is finalized.

4. In case of premarital pregnancy, the marriage may or may not be performed depending on the maturity of 
the persons involved and other considerations.

5. Couples must remain celibate and not live together at any time prior to the wedding ceremony. The 
minister will not perform the ceremony if the couple is living at the same address.

6. The general policy of Nashville Church of Christ is that weddings will be principally officiated by staff 
ministers. Those seeking the primary officiation of non-staff ministers in their wedding need to seek 
Minister/Elders approval on a case-by-case basis.  No minister on the Nashville staff will marry a couple 
if another minister of the church has refused to perform the ceremony based on spiritual reasons.

7. We do not marry couples if either person is under the influence of alcohol or drugs (other than those 
prescribed by a doctor) before or during the rehearsal and/or wedding.   Any member of the wedding 
party who is under the influence of alcohol or drugs will not be permitted to participate in the wedding. 
There is to be no smoking, dancing, or alcoholic beverages on the church property at any time.

8. If desired, communion can be served during the wedding service to the bride and groom. We do not 
currently serve to the attendants and guests due to time and coordination.



REHEARSAL PLANNING & WEDDING ETIQUETTE

Your rehearsal is a very important event. Some thought should be given to the plans so things go smoothly and 
you leave the rehearsal with a feeling of confidence and anticipation toward the wedding.
• At Nashville, we encourage you to know ahead of time who the primary decision makers are. The minister 

will refer to this person as your wedding coordinator.   This helps solve many problems. When there are too 
many well-meaning friends trying to help out at the rehearsal, we often run into problems. If the bride begins 
to direct her first and only wedding rehearsal, several friends might suggest ideas they saw at the last 
wedding they attended. This causes a lengthy rehearsal with people standing around getting edgy and tired. 
Much time can be saved when the bride and wedding coordinator have a good understanding of what the 
bride wants. The coordinator can take charge and avoid the many well-meant suggestions.

• Another matter to consider is that some may be tired near the wedding and good judgment may not always 
prevail. The time to make decisions and changes is long before the final hour arrives. Letting your 
coordinator carry the responsibility at the rehearsal makes for a much more relaxed bride. If a change is 
desired while the rehearsal is in progress, the bride should discuss it with the coordinator and let the 
coordinator incorporate the change.

• If there is any change in the scheduling of your rehearsal, be sure to contact Laurie and every person whose 
attendance you had requested. It is most important to keep a list of all names. Also, if planning a rehearsal 
dinner or another activity, be sure to invite everyone ahead of time and state if spouses/dates are welcome to 
attend.

• Bring your marriage license to rehearsal.

PHOTOGRAPHY

• To ensure that the photographer has the best lighting possible, Flash cameras may not be used by guests.
• Photo sessions must conclude 30 minutes before the ceremony begins.
• You have 30 minutes after the ceremony for family and bride/groom pictures. We request your cooperation in 

this and ask you to inform your photographers and guests of these policies.
• In order to avoid any scheduling conflicts, please inform the minister if you will be having all of your pictures 

taken before the ceremony.

MARRIAGE LICENSE

How can a marriage license be obtained?
Both the prospective bride and groom must appear together in the county clerk’s office. They should have with them 
Government issued ID such as drivers license, visa, passport, state ID.  They must provide vital information for each 
party, including full name, date of birth, race, condition (single, widowed, or divorced), relationship to the other 
party, and full names of parents. 

How long is the marriage license valid?
A marriage license shall be valid for thirty days, including the date it is issued, and after that time shall be invalid.

What is the fee for a marriage license?
It will cost you approximately $50+ to get married in Ohio, and depending on county - Cash only. Some counties 
accept money orders.

What if the license is not used within thirty days?
A marriage license shall be valid for 30 days, including the date it is issued, and after that time it shall be invalid. 
If the original 30 days expires before the marriage, you must reapply for a new license 

If the certificate is lost, can another be obtained?
Yes. A certified copy may be obtained from the Probate clerk of the county in which the license was issued.



  WEDDING FEES  WEDDING FEES

The fees we charge are not for building use.  These funds cover custodial, set-up/tear-down, designated Grooms / Brides Rooms, 
decorations, and Premarital Counseling resources.  Payments for wedding fees listed above are to be made at least TWO WEEKS 
before the wedding. Please send checks to NCoC with attention to Laurie Dodson (payable to Nashville Church of Christ) 
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Hold-The-Date Deposit $100

1st  Floor (Sanctuary, Nursery and all Classrooms) $100

Basement (Fellowship Hall, Kitchen, and classrooms) $100

It is your responsibility to pay the below professional individuals for the time that they take out of their lives to make your day 
special.  Below are suggested pricing for service.  Please give cash or write checks out directly to the individual 

(Do not write these checks out to the church) 
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Minister $150 - $200

Audio Video Technician $75-$100

Musicians/Soloist $25-$50

Nursery workers $25-$50

Brides, grooms, and their parents who have been active members for more than 6 months receive a 50% discount on all fees.Brides, grooms, and their parents who have been active members for more than 6 months receive a 50% discount on all fees.

  MUSIC AND TECHNOLOGY  MUSIC AND TECHNOLOGY

COPYRIGHT
• It is the intent of Nashville Church of Christ to comply with the federal laws that govern copyright. 

This is our legal and moral obligation.
• When selecting music for the service know that the Minister and Audio Video personnel have the right 

to object to playing any music they find inappropriate for church use.  
• When playing music you must be the owner of the music.  It is your responsibility to have in your own 

personal possession a copy of your original purchased song or video used during the ceremony 

TECHNOLOGY
Powerpoint® Presentation Policies for Weddings: 

• If you wish to show a PowerPoint® presentation during your wedding, you will need to bring 
the presentation on CD-Rom or Flash/Zip Drive.

• It is recommended that you send your presentation 2-4 weeks in advance of your wedding to 
make sure there are no problems with formatting.  Last minute additions cannot be guaranteed.  
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  DECORATIONS  DECORATIONS

The sanctuary is already a beautiful setting for a ceremony. There must be no use of nails, screws, wires, or 
tape on the walls of the church property. Your decorator needs to remove all decorations immediately 
following the wedding or reception. If you want to have an aisle runner, you must provide it. It needs to be 
100 feet long for the Chapel and secured with pins. Aisle candles are not permitted. There are 16 rows of seats 
on each side of the center aisle. The Chapel seats 300 people.The color scheme of the chapel includes neutral/
blue tones. The stage can be cleared but must be set up with the Audio Video Technician.
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